


From the acclaimed author ofThe Saints of Swallow
Hill, a captivating story set amidst the rugged beauty
of rural 19th century North Carolina, as one woman
fights to keep her family united, her farm running, and
her convictions whole during the most devastating
period 1 n American hi st
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Dear Reader,

When | approached the idea of writing a novel set during the Civil
War, | was acutely aware that | wanted to explore a different anglg,
of one of the most challenging times in our history. As | began tafy
look more deeply into the history, | found myself wondig, /o
OWhere are the stories about
with the conflict?6¢6

Throughout the 19" century, my home state of North Carolina was vastly rural,
and most people were subsistence farmeéiadividuals or families who farmed
plots of land, growing enough to feed themselves and their livestobko thirds
of the white
fight for itmat i thye ame a white supremacy.

Even so, | had to believe some of thesadividuals (perhaps many) with
seemingly little stake in the Southern Causeeverwanted to be part of the

fight at all. Given the hostility towards anyone refusing to declare for either side,
many of them would have kept this view silent and fought anyway. As a result,
this perspective of impartiality or neutrality is often often absent from

historical accounts.

J 0 e t stogy fakes place in Nash County, North Carolina, and begins just before
the state secedes from the Uniokou will come to knowher as a woman who
stands by her convictions, even a®ing so makeser a pariah within her own
family and her community

|l Om truly exciWhedtheflJassamigedGugwaddo r
hope you find inspiration in its story of a woman whaves what

she believes to be right and true even when it is dangerous and
hard for her to do sol would love to hear your thoughts, and if

you have a chance to share online, please tag
#WhenTheJessamineGrovws® | can find them. In turn, you can

find me atwww.DonnaEverhart.com on Instagram

@donnaeve?or onfacebook.condonnadaviseverhart

With tremendous gratitude for your support,

popul at i o n,ya mathy ohtbem woutdw n 6
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http://www.donnaeverhart.com/
https://instagram.com/donnaeve2
https://www.facebook.com/donnadaviseverhart/
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WHENTHE JESSAMINEGRO®

Throughout the novel, Joetta resolutely refuses to choose S|des insistin
she is neutral. Do you believe it is possible to remain completely neutral in
a time of war? Given the reaction fronmer community, do you think Joetta
should havebeensovocal about her determination to not take sides? Why | |
or why not? |

Eventhough sherefusesto declareloyalty to the North or South,Joettais
undoubtedly avery loyal person.What do you think are her deepest
loyalties?Are anyof * T A (o¢ehiés €milar to your own? Is there a
difference between your loyalties as an individual and your loyalties a&s
member of a an ethnic, religious, regional, or othésind of group?What do
you do when they clash?

In the mid-1800s,the majority of white peoplein rural North Carolina -g
were like the McBridesz subsistencefarmers who were not enslavers. .6'1

Why do you think so many of these people who did not benefit from
slavery go on to fight for it on behalf of the Confederacy?

What do you think is( AT Qpdnda®y motivation for running away to join

the war when E A 8 O fifteehdD0eshe believein O O BolithernA A O QA e 6
he simply rebelling? Whenyou were his age, did you make any decisions

you later regretted? How did your parent or parentgeact?

When they discover Henry has left, Joetta wants Ennis to search for him
iImmediately. He refuses, believing Henry should be held accountable for
his decisions, while Joetta feels nothingutai T O E ¥addré This event
createsan uncommonrift betweenthem. Didyou agree more with Ennis
or Joetta in this situation? Why?
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soldiers access to her wellHe foolishly talks aboutit while in town, and
soon,a handful of men showup to destroy the McBridess A Ol PO8 7 E
you think was most to blame for what happened, Joetta or Mr. McBride?
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11.
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BessCaldwell,* T A @iéndl,Gelizouragesher to join the sewinggroup
createdto help the troops and to show loyalty to the Confederacy. Given what
took place with the crops, Joetta decides it might be a good idea. After a
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OAOOOI AU "AOOh xEI 60 AAOOGEwWelsbd AOOR

you agreewith what Bessdid? Do you think Besswas betraying her
friendship with Joetta, or do you think she was justified? .

What doesit meanto claim neutrality during atime of war? What are the
moral implications? Are there instanceswhen you believeit isimmoral to
remain neutral?

Robertresentshis mother for many reasons.The moment sheinsisted his
father golook for Henry, it seemed she could do nothing right from his
viewpoint. How did you feel about2 | A Al@kagiddtoward his mother?

Joettatakes in a young Union soldier, Charlie Hastings, who inadvertently .\" J
gives Joetta somethinghedesperatelyneeds:someoneto mother. In &3
return, Joettabecomesa substitute mother to Charlie. What did you think . oK/
of this special relationshig? %

ThroughoutE 61 AT EEOOT OUh xA3O0A xEOIIAOOAA
order to survive. Duringthe Civil War people ate almost anything for
sustenancewere forced to hide for great lengths of time, and endured

extreme weather, illness, and wounds. What is it about human nature that
enables people to endure such hardships? What traits in Joetta amither
charactersenablethem to cope?

Joettahasa specialplacecalled Fishing Creek,where shegoeswhen
confronted by adifficult situation or is feeling troubled. Do you have a
special place you like to visit wher) T O ®@eliy upsetor distressed?ls it
aplaceno one knows about but you?How did you discover it?
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. Mr. McBride often irritates Joetta (to say the least!), but their
relationship changesover the course of the novel. Why do you
think it becomeseasierfor them to getalong?Is it becauseoneor
the other changestheir views on topics they previously argued
over?Or are there other reasonswhy their relationship changes?
Do certain experiences help them understand one another
better?

14. This novel takes place during a war that many people would say 1
was fought over slavery, but all of its primary characters are
white. What did you think of the absenceof African American
charactersin this novel?

15. The activist Zainab Salbi has said, O )wgEare to understand war
fully, we needto understand not only what happenson the front
lines, but what happenson the back lines aswell, where women A
are in charge of keeping life goingo Did reading about* | AOOAG O ¥*
struggles change your understanding of the Civil War in any t:?\

way? \{%

16. Historical novels have the ability to shed light on contemporary
Issues, often teaching us something about the present through
the lens of the past. Do you see parallels between the conflicts
presentedin this book and conflicts in American life today? How
would you describe them? Which side are you on, and can you
sayanything goodaboutthe other side?

17. What do you think of theT T O Aitle,d\MDenthe
Jessaminé&rows Why do you think the author
choseit and what doesit signify?
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. Civil War Cockades |
A cockade is a rosette or knot of ribbon worn to signify allegiance to a cause, political faction,
-~ 1 AGEI TTAl EOQUR |1 O OAl E8 4EAUGOA AAAT xi Ol EI
* red, blue, and white cockades of the French Revolution or thehite ribbons worn by Jacobite

supporters in 18" century England, to the black and white badges’'donned during the
Amqrican Revolution and the purple, white, and gold of the Suffragettes.

During the Civil War, Union supporters wore the tricolor red, white, and blue. The most

popular colors for Confederate cockades were solid blue or solid red, though they could also be
blue and white or red and white, often varying by statelf included, the central emblems

ranged from stars or military buttons, to tintype buttons showing famous people or Southern

symbols such as cotton, pinecones, and state seals.

O: QDGTV E Qb stakeFamitie Eockade, such an
Innocuous - appearing item, yet it held substantial

meaning, a sign of who you were, where you stood. In .
~herheart, Joetta  fancied DWTPKPI. VJG VUJKPI T

- When the Jessamine Grows, page 111

Union Cockades | ' Confederate Cockades

Images courtesy of:
North Carolina T %0 A Creative Cockades,

. N0 o | www.creativecockades.blogspot.co
SecessionCockades il A North Carolina Department of Natu

and Cultural Resources,
www.dncr.ncgov
A NCPedianww.ncpedia.org



http://www.creativecockades.blogspot.com/
http://www.dncr.nc.gov/
http://www.ncpedia.org/
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77 (Bhe had not been gone but a single night,
and even so, a great and huge longing for
‘ home clung to her the way the jessamine
N wrapped itself around her front porch
posts .00 page 310
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Jessami@e/Semaampervjrens

/"S Also called: Carolina Jessamine, Evening Trumpet flower , Yellow Jasmine,
Trumpet vine, Poor Man's Rope, False Jasmine

U Jessamine is native to the Southeast and can be seen across the region climbing lattices,
walls, fences, trees, and just about anything else put in its way. It is a tenacious and
highly adaptable plant.
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in the perfume industry.

U All parts of the plant are toxic, containing an alkaloigimilar to ‘ ' .
strychnine, and its nectar has proven lethal when ingested by human \
and animals alike Just touching the sap can cause skin irritatian

u Pollinators are drawn to the fragrant, brightly-colored flowers, but jessamine nectar can
even be toxic to honeybees if they consume too much.

U Jessamine has the power heal as well as harm. Despite its toxicity, herbalists
throughout history have used it to treat illnesses and ease pain. TiAdgonquian-
speaking Native Americartribes created tinctures for malaria and other fever diseases,
and its sedative properties made it a popular remedy throughout the 1800s for
everything from vertigo to whooping cough. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle even experimented

with it to treat his neuralgia.

i 00AI EOEAA ET p wcThdBigFQuinOutds het EOEOOE
short story titted O4 EA 9A1T 11 x * AOI EHekcule UOOAC
Poirot investigates a murder of a wealthy man poisoned by an
injection of jessamine extract.
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U To this day, homeopathic practitioners use jessamine to treat
anxiety and fear of public speaking.

-
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U TheEnglish botanist Mark Catesby first named the plant \ a‘}\
OUAT I 1 x5 *BDOAK Pc 8 s

i The yellow, trumpetshaped flowers bloomin very late winter or early spring,
announcing the new season and promise of warm weather to come.

U South Carolina declaredgssamine its official state flower on March 14,1924. It was
chosen not only because it grows all over the state, but "its delicate flower suggests
the purity of gold; its perpetual return out of the dead winter suggests the lesson of
constancy in, loyalty to, and patriotism in the service of the State" (quote from South
Carolina legislature).

i Despite the factthatt 06 © AT i I T 11 U OAEAOOAA OI AO OU
related to the jasmine plant species, which is edible and used in jasmine tea.

Orhe jessamine had survived, and was making a <P
comeback, despite all. She cleared the ash away b
from the recovering vine, comforted immensely
by the symbol of a previous life renewed. She sat § ’
back on her heels and considered the plant. It &
was hardy, tolerant, even in the most adverse
conditions. Surely it was a sign for her, for all
of them .00 page 343
(3 S -
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Death (o the Northern lavader
THE SOUTH
WE WILI YOU W
“BLOODY HANDS to
i~ Hospitab

Nuwneey Cray, N. €., April 17th, 1862,

GOOD NEWS
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THE; "'ARMY.

(e ba WG offpet and soldiers of
we have received
&, or Bullet. Proof
stand,
Post Office, and, hope forius to vis
various € please eall and examine, or or
measure of, breast and walkt, which will insure a good

fit. %
We shall be liere only § Week or two longer, therefore
itis for the interest of all who may wish to purchase to
call immediately.
Respactlully yours,

BARTLETT & MUNN,

Agents for Manufucturers

25 Cents. 25 Cents. ‘!nﬁ'}
NORTH CAROLNA.

'l‘ll;. COUNTY TRUSTEE OF THE COUNTY OF
e CAMDEN
2 N iy otz Aisssen Twenty-Rive Conts, o domand |Jg
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JOHN CARROLL WALSH, EDITOR.
JOHN 00X, ASSISTAN

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,

b P s . CHARLESTON
M ERC U RY

Passed wnanimously a
2oz,

AN ORDINAN

betuceen the

Cents. i 25 Cents.'|
NORTH CAROLNA. *
THE COUNTY TRU EX OB FHEGCOUNTY OF
CAMDEIN .
Twenfy-Five Oents, on
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Saturday, Séptember 7, 1861,
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MILITARY DEFENCE

OF TH 1:17 STATE,
L675,000.
1861 - 1865
1B 0. 0.0

THE UNION

L

VS
THE CONFEDERACY

| A
h Tl
————— ST e =
5’:?'9 =~ TEE Ruleigh, Oct. 13¢, 1861 . lﬂ ‘\
Stifte of Forth Carvolina
o Ews 3 KAk

THE NUMBERS

Southern Disposition.

OF ALL NORTHERN MALES
(AGES 20 - 45)

RLLE iy P

OF ALL SOUTHERN MALES

AGES 18 40)

oo PR

FOR EVERY MAN WHO DIED
OF BATTLE WOUNDS,
TWO DIED OF DISEASE

425......
210,500 .. crer:

(4
e Voo . 384 FRINCIPLE BATTLES IN 26 STATES

HENRY S. HYSER,

PETER B. CLARK, DEATH TOLL:

EDWIN S. MARSTELLA,

JOHN METZ,

WILLIAM O. REITER, ,
DESCRIPTION: x

COMBINED DEATH TOLL OF ALL OTHER
1) U.s. WARS:

J. ZEILIN,

Major Commanding Post,
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Donna Everhartis a USA Today bestselling author known for vividly evoking

challenges of the heart anthe complex heritagef the AmericanSouthin her

acclaimed novel$Vhen the Jessamine Grows, The Saints of Swallow Hill, The
Moonshiner6s Daughter, The FoandiThevi ng Ki 1
Education of DixieDupree.She is the recipient of the prestigious SEL@utstanding
Southeastern Author Awardrom the Southeasterriibrary Associationand her
novelshavereceiveda SIBA Okra Pick, anIndie Next Pick, and two Publishers

Marketplace Buzz Books selections. Born and raised in Raleigh, she has stayed

close toherhometownfor muchof herlife and nowlivesjust an hour awayin Dunn,

North Carolina

Visit Donna online:
www.DonnaEvarhart.co ,

@donnaeve? /donnadaviseverhart Hi

#WhenTheJessamineGrows
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